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Attention Business Editors:

Honda Civic heads the list of Top Ten Stolen Vehicles in Quebec

MONTREAL, Nov. 21 /CNW - Canada's car insurers announced today that
again this year the 2000 Honda C vic holds the dubious distinction of topping
this year's nost stolen vehicles list. This nodel also had the highest theft
cl ai m cost per vehicle.

<<
The Top Ten Stol en Vehicles are:

2000 Honda Civic Si R 2-door

1999 Acura Integra 2-door

2002 Subaru | nmpreza WRX/ WRX STi 4-door AWD
1998 Acura Integra 2-door

1999 Vol kswagen Cabri ol et

1995 Acura Integra 2-door

1994 Honda G vi c Hatchback 2-door

1993 Honda Civic Si Hatchback 2-door

1994 Acura Integra 2-door

0. 2001 Acura Integra 2-door
>>
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Once again, none of the vehicles nmaking the top ten nost frequently
stolen vehicles list had an | nsurance Bureau of Canada-approved i mmobili zer
system

"The stats prove tine and again that theft deterrent systens work. This
year, we see that auto thieves continue to find it easier to steal ol der
vehi cl es | acking an | BC- approved i mobilizer," says André Beauchanp, Director,
Auto Theft and Vehicle Services, Investigations, IBC "W've seen this trend
devel opi ng for several years, and these results confirmit," adds Beauchanp.

El ectronic i mmobilizers are systens that prevent a vehicle fromstarting
unl ess the engine conputer recognizes the specific electronic code enbedded in
the key. IBC, along with vehicle manufacturers, after-market nanufacturers,
and ot her interested stakehol ders, devel oped a Canadi an standard for
autonobil e theft-deterrent systens that was approved by the Standards Counci
of Canada in 1998. Many insurance conpani es provide prem um di scounts on
aut onobil e policies to custonmers whose vehicles are equi pped with an
| BC-approved, factory-installed or aftermarket immobilizer system

"I'mmobi lizers are highly effective at deterring car thieves. In terns of
this year's stats, you have to go down the list to the 16th nost-frequently
stolen spot to find a vehicle, the 2002 Acura RSX Type S 2-door, that
registered a high theft frequency despite the fact that it is protected by an
i mmobilizer. It just underlines the reality that theft is much nore likely
when a vehicle is not equipped with an i mobilizer," Beauchanp adds. For this
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reason Transport Canada has nmade it nmandatory that all new cars, light trucks
and SUV's are required to be equi pped with an electronic inmmobilizer as of
Sept enber 2007.

These vehicles were best insurance bets as far as auto theft is
concer ned.

<<
The Least Stol en Vehicles were:

(Tie) 1996 Mercedes-Benz C220W C280W C36 4- door
(Tie) 2001 Nissan Altima 4-door

(Tie) 1997 Vol vo 850 4-door

(Tie) 1998 Toyota Sienna

(Tie) 1998 Chevrol et/ Geo Metro Hat chback 4-door
(Tie) 2005 Saturn lon Sedan 4-door

(Tie) 1994 N ssan Altima 4-door

(Tie) 2000 Saturn LS/ LS2 4-door

(Tie) 1996 Chevrolet Corsica 4-door

(Tie) 1997 N ssan Sentra 4-door

(Tie) 1998 Buick Century 4-door

(Tie) 1994 A dsnobile Eighty Ei ght 4-door

(Tie) 1997 Saturn SWL WAgon

(Tie) 2000 Chevrol et Tracker Hardtop 4WD 4-door
(Tie) 1993 Buick Skylark 4-door

(Tie) 1993 Pontiac Sunbird 2-door
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Theft of vehicles (and their conponents) costs policyholders in Quebec
nore than $220 million annually in insurance prem uns.

| nsurance Bureau of Canada is the national trade association of the
private property and casualty insurance industry. It represents nore than 90%
of the non-governnent hone, car and business insurance in Canada. IBCis
hi ghly regarded as a provider of autonobile insurance rating information and a
creator of autonobile theft-deterrent standards.

For further information: or to arrange an interview with André
Beauchanp, I|nvestigations, |IBC, please contact: André Beauchanp, (514)
919-3837; or Al exandre Royer, (514) 288-1563
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